


The Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo, about the size of a dove, has a long black and white tail, rusty brown wings, contrasting white 

underside, and a curved yellow bill. Each year in early June, these birds migrate north from their South American wintering 

grounds to breed along Arizona’s rivers and streams. As these riparian habitats have been damaged and altered, populations of 

Yellow-billed Cuckoos have significantly declined. In October of 2013, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service proposed feder-

al protection for this species under the Endangered Species Act. 

 


