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Audubon ARIZON A




TEACHER RESOURCE: Bird Sounds Lesson Instructions
Overview 
Students will learn to identify 10 common Arizona birds by sound by watching a PowerPoint show and answering questions as prompted. There are 5 modules available: central AZ (best for valley schoolyards and also available in Spanish), Rio Salado (best to prepare for a field trip to the Rio Salado Audubon Center), Northern Arizona (for mid-high elevations) and Riparian (central AZ streamside habitats)
Science Standards Alignment 
Strand 1, C 1-4 

Strand 2, C 1 & 2 

Materials 
Bird Song Answer Sheets or blank paper
STW Bird Sounds PowerPoint presentation 

Computer/projector with speakers 

Time: 45 minutes for show and discussion 

Background: Birds can be identified by the sounds they make. Birds make several different sounds. They sing to attract mates and call to alert other birds to danger or to food. Listening to bird sounds is an important skill to develop if you wish to be a skilled bird observer. 

Directions: 
Watch the Science Takes Wing Bird Sounds PowerPoint Show and use the Bird 
Sounds answer sheet to record your answers. If you don’t have an answer sheet, just use a blank sheet of paper. The students will be introduced to the bird’s picture and name and then will hear its call/song. Have the student write down the birds name and then write down what the song or call sound like to them in their own words. If time permits, suggest that students share their answers with the class. Example answers are provided in the table below.
After the 10 focal birds are presented, there will be a multiple choice quiz and students should be encouraged to use their notes to complete the quiz. To facilitate completing the quiz quickly, suggest that the students write down a letter answer (a, b or c) instead of trying to spell the bird’s name. 
After completing the PowerPoint show, have students go outside and listen for birds for as long as possible. What did the group hear?   To learn more Arizona bird sounds, visit “The Virtual Aviary” created by the Arizona State University’s “Ask a Biologist” program http://askabiologist.asu.edu/ 
	Bird Name 
	Song Description (Some helpful words: chirping, cooing, whistling) 

	Red-tailed Hawk 
	1.  Raspy Scream

	Killdeer 
	2. Say Kill-Deer, Kill-Deer

	Mourning Dove 
	3. Crying and Sad b/c in mourning

	Anna’s Hummingbird 
	4. Shoes on bball court/rewinding

	Gila Woodpecker 
	5. laughing

	Northern Mockingbird 
	6. pattern of AA, BB, CC, DD

	Curve-billed Thrasher 
	7. argument

	Great-tailed Grackle 
	8. ray gun

	House Finch 
	9. falling waterfall with buzz at end

	House Sparrow 
	10. small barking dog


